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                The Dhebar Commission (1960-1961) stated that within Scheduled Tribes (STs) there existed an inequality in the 
rate of development. During the 5th Five Year Plan (FYP) a sub-category was recognized within STs who were 
considered to be at a lower level of development. This special category was named "Primitive Tribal Group" (PTG). The 
features of such a group are a pre-agricultural system of existence based on practice of hunting and gathering, zero or 
negative population growth, very low level of literacy as compared with other tribal groups. In fact, the PTGs who were 
renamed as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in 2009 are considered a special category in view of their 
distinctly different social, cultural and occupational practices and traits. 75 such groups in India have been identified 
and have been categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs), out of which 13 such communities are
found in Odisha.

             Odisha is home to 13 PVTGs and they are Bonda, Birhor, Chuktia Bhunjia, Didayi, Dongria Kondh, Juang, Hill Kharia, 
Kutia Kondh, LanjiaSaora, Lodha, Mankirdia, Paudi Bhuyan, and Soura who are at different stages of development.  The 
13 PVTGs are distributed in 14 districts (Angul, Deogarh, Dhenkanal, Gajapati, Ganjam, Jajpur, Kalahandi, Kandhamal, 
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Malkangiri, Nuapada, Rayagada and Sundrgarh). 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
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